“What I am after, above all, 
is expression.”

The Clown, Plate I from Jazz. 16 5/8” x 25 5/8”.
Leaves law for art
•Born Dec. 31, 1869, 
Le Cateau-Cambrésis in northern France 
•Died Nov. 3, 1954, Nice
•Became a lawyer

•Began painting during a convalescence from an operation.
•In 1891, against father’s warning, “you’ll starve!” 
went to Paris to study art.

Historical and cultural context – 1894

· 1894 - French and Germans agree on the boundary between the French Congo and the Cameroons. British agree to give Belgium control over colonies west of the Upper Nile. All the European powers continue to show caution during the scramble for Africa.

· French court martial convicts Army Captain Alfred Dreyfus of passing military information to German agents. The trial stokes French anti-Semitism, and Dreyfus will later be proved innocent, the victim of an anti-Semitic plot.

· Theodor Herzl, a Hungarian Jew, is shocked by anti-Semitism when he goes as a journalist to cover the Dreyfus trial. He founds the political Zionist movement, becoming the head of the Zionist Congress.

The last of the Romanov Czars, Nicholas II, comes to power in Russia
Influenced by light-filled paintings 
of the Impressionists

· “Impressionniste” first recognized, April 1874, after Claude Monet's landscape entitled Impressions: soleil levant.

· Used to call an exhibit composed of Pissarro, Monet, Sisley, Degas, Renoir, Cיzanne, Guillaumin and Berthe Morisot. http://www.nga.gov/feature/artnation/fauve/influences_4.htm
http://metalab.unc.edu/wm/paint/glo/impressionism
Rebelled against convention  

· Early style a conventional form of naturalism, and many copies after the old masters. 

· He also studied impressionists

· Began to experiment, earning a reputation as a rebel. http://cgfa.sunsite.dk/matisse/matisse_bio.htm
· Often regarded as the most important French painter of the 20th century. 

Henri Matisse, Open Window, Collioure, 1905, National Gallery of Art, Washington, Collection of Mr. and Mrs. John Hay Whitney 1998.74.7
http://www.nga.gov/feature/artnation/fauve/index.htm
Matisse argued, 
“an artist did not have complete control over color and form; instead, colors, shapes, and lines would come to dictate to the sensitive artist how they might be employed in relation to one another.” http://cgfa.sunsite.dk/matisse/matisse_bio.htm


Influenced by Van Gogh’s freedom

· Van Gogh’s painting "encouraged him [Matisse] to strive for a freer, more spontaneous technique, for more intense, more expressive harmonies.“ http://www.nga.gov/feature/artnation/fauve/influences_4.htm
Vincent van Gogh, The Olive Orchard, 1889, National Gallery of Art, Washington, Chester Dale Collection 1963.10.152

Influenced by Cezanne’s honesty

· He possessed a firm faith in spontaneous sensibility, in the resources of the sincere self. 

Passionate and cool, grave and light; he was always honest.

Three Bathers. c. 1875-77. Oil on canvas. Musée d'Orsay, Paris, France. http://www.abcgallery.com/C/cezanne/cezanne73.html
Historical and Cultural Context – 1895-97

· 1895 - Russian Marxist Vladimir Ilyich Lenin is arrested after distributing illegal literature and organizing strikes. A few years later, he will be sent to Siberia.

· Oscar Wilde's plays An Ideal Husband and The Importance of Being Ernest premiere in London. Scandal erupts when Wilde is accused of homosexuality.

· Studies in Hysteria is published by Josef Breuer and Sigmund Freud, ushering in the age of analysis.

· French physicist Antoine Henri Becquerel discovers radioactivity in uranium.

1897 - Theodor Herzl holds the first Zionist Congress. The secular political movement seeks to gain support for building a Jewish state in Palestine.
Influenced by Gauguin’s color

· Used color expressively and symbolically to communicate interior states rather than surface appearances.

· He urged other painters, "don't copy nature too literally." Massing colors into large, flat areas, Gauguin used their inherent emotive qualities to express intangibles. 

Arearea (Joyousness) 
1892; Musée d'Orsay, Paris 
http://metalab.unc.edu/wm/paint/auth/gauguin/
Henri Matisse – Lead Fauvist

· A leader of the Fauvist movement 1898 to 1908 in France.

· Style of painting; used pure, brilliant color, applied straight from the paint tubes in an aggressive, direct manner to create a sense of an explosion on the canvas. 

http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/matisse/
Henri Matisse - Woman with the Hat, Paris - 1904-5 http://www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/2933/fauves/fvmatisse.htm
Historical and Cultural Context – 1900s

· 1900's - Art, music, and most theater formerly enjoyed by upper classes takes on larger appeal, called mass culture. Three major causes for the rise: spread of public education - literacy; improvements in communication - media - presses, phonographs, etc.; and a gradual reduction in working hours (WH, p. 606).

Henri Matisse – Expressed form

· Pursued the 
expressiveness of color throughout his career. 

· Subjects largely domestic or figurative, with a distinct Mediterranean influence.

· His images of dancers, and of human figures in general, convey expressive form first and the particular details of anatomy only secondarily.

Green Stripe (Madame Matisse), 1905
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/matisse/
Influenced by the Pointalists

· Henri Edmond Cross and Paul Signac experimented with juxtaposing small strokes (often dots or “points”) of pure pigment to create the strongest visual vibration of intense color. 

· Matisse adopted their technique and modified it repeatedly, using broader strokes. 

The Golden Isles
1891-92; Oil on canvas; Musee d'Orsay, Paris
http://community.webshots.com/photo/42441281/42526834eXTccu
Influenced by the Pointalists

· Used the pure Impressionist palette but applied it in dots that were to be blended by the viewer's eye.

· What Signac called "muddy mixtures" were to be banished from painting and replaced by luminous, intense colors. 

The Red Buoy. 1895. Oil on canvas. 81 x 65 cm. Musée d'Orsay, Paris, France. http://www.abcgallery.com/S/signac/signac12.html
Historical and Cultural Context – 1912-13
•1912 – The Titanic sinks 1,513 passengers are lost, 711 are rescued.
•Pravda official publication of the Russian Communist party.

•Universal Pictures is founded by several film producers including German Carl Laemmle, who later heads the company.

•1913 - The Armory Show in New York introduces Cubism to the United States. Among the artists shown are Marcel Duchamp, whose Nude Descending a Staircase shocks visitors. 

•The ballet Rites of Spring premieres in Paris. The audience riots over Igor Stravinsky's dissonant score. (http://www.historychannel.com/).
The first 45 years of figure painting
Reduced his shapes and flattened his colors in order to express the essence of his subject
Goldfish, 1912. Oil on canvas. 57 ½” x 38 1/8”. Pushkin Museum, Moscow. Scale/Art Resourse. NY, NY.
Historical and Cultural Context – 1920s
•1919 - France. Versailles peace conferences took place over a six month period. None of the defeated Central Powers were invited to the conferences, and the ex-ally Russia, now a revolutionary Soviet state, did not participate. The angry, insecure and (except the USA) damaged allies set out to remake Europe on their own (http://www.uoregon.edu/~kimball/sac.1917.1920.htm).
•1923 - Germany unable to meet reparation costs, and the mark collapsed, whereupon France and Belgium occupied the Ruhr in 1923, while in Bavaria right-wing extremists (including Hitler and Ludendorff) became more active. (http://www.bofhlet.net/tasteless/13/putsch.htm).

•1924 - Lenin dies, Joseph Stalin, 1879–1953, becomes Soviet Communist leader and head of the USSR until his own death (http://www.factmonster.com/ce6/people/A0846453.html).

Discontent with bright colors alone

Paintings should have structure, the arrangement of shapes and the spaces between them, “to capture the essential character of things.”
Odalisque with a Turkish Chair, 1928. Oil on canvas. 23 5/8” x 28 ¾”. Musée d’ Art Moderne, Paris.
http://www.writedesignonline.com/history-culture/Matisse/overview.htm
“Finally I have found the 
most direct way to express myself – 
the paper cutout”
Icarus (shows the original French text) 
1943, Stencil print after a paper-cut maquette. The Estate of Matisse.

http://www.geocities.com/Paris/LeftBank/4208/matjazz.html
Key elements
•Simplified shapes
•Flat colors

•Repeat patterns

Chinese Fish, 1951. Cut paper. 75 ¾” x 35 7/8”. 
Collection Vicci Sperry.
His process
•Pick a subject
•Create shapes that symbolize the elements within the subject

•Cut out shapes spontaneously

•Arrange (play with) 
the shapes

http://www.geocities.com/Paris/LeftBank/4208/matphoto.html
Shape vocabulary
•People and plants are organic (curved)
•Backgrounds are geometric

•Rectangles act as framing devices

•Positive shapes in cut paper

•Negative shapes left from cut

•Space between shapes

•Scale (large vs small)

The Knife Thrower, Plate XV from Jazz. 16 5/8” x 25 5/8”.
Concluding perspective
•Matisse’s use of strong graphic images, color, and scale inspires me to synthesize, to refine, to simplify. 
•When I saw some of his work on exhibit from the Hermitage, I found some technical aspects crude and disappointing, yet, overall, alive and vital.

The Dance ,  1909 – 1910
 http://www.hermitagemuseum.org/fcgi-bin/db2www/quickSearchDL.mac/DLgallery?selLang=English&tmCond=Matisse+Henri&START_ROW_NUM_DL=5&x=9&y=12
•By looking at Matisse’s metamorphosis I see myself focusing more on expression through line, shape, color, and scale to enhance my voice.
Derive happiness in oneself from a good day's work, from illuminating the fog that surrounds us. 

The Codomas, Plate XI from Jazz. 16 5/8” x 25 5/8”.
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